City of College Station

WHAT'S GOING ON?

On August 11, 2003, the City
Council called a bond election for
November 4, 2003 for $38.4 mil-
lion in capital projects. These
capital projects are in the areas
of transportation, traffic,
parks, and public facilities. The
following is a summary of the
proposed projects.

Proposition 1 Streets and
Transportation Projects

With the continued growth in our
City, transportation remains one
of the highest priorities facing
the community. To provide bet-
ter accessibility for citizens,
voters are called upon to con-
sider the following street and
transportation projects: roadway
improvements; widening and
right-of-way (ROW) acquisitions;
oversize participation; Northgate
Street rehabilitation; and other
projects.
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CITY PROPOSES $38 MILLION BOND ELECTION

2003 General Obligation Bond Election

Streets and Transportation

Traffic Signalsand Safety

City Centre & Police Station
Renovations

Parks & Recreation |mprovements
Relocation of Fire Station # 3
Total

On November 4, 2003, citizens will
have the choice to fund various
streets and transportation projects.
On the ballot are: roadway improve-
ments, widening, and ROW acquisition
projects: Barron Road, Rock Prairie
Road (East of Highway 6), and Greens
Prairie Road (East of Pebble Creek
Parkway). Barron, Greens Prairie and
Rock Prairie Roads will all be widened
into minor arterials, and additional
construction will be made appropriately
as traffic warrants.

Within this proposition, voters will also
decide whether or not to authorize
$2.7 million in oversize participation.
In these oversized participation pro-
jects, the City will pay additional costs
associated with streets that serve as
thoroughfares for citizens.

Voters will also decide on funding for
Northgate Street Rehabilitation. This
project provides for the rehabilitation
of some streets in the Northgate area.
Construction costs include pavement,

$17,980,000
$3,000,000
$7,610,000

$8,105,000
$1,710,000
$38,405,000

curb and gutter, and sidewalks
within existing rights of way.
Other projects on this proposition
include: sidewalk improvements,
hike/bike trails, and pedestrian im-
provements on University Drive.

Proposition 2 Traffic Signals
and Safety Signals

As traffic volume increases, vari-
ous improvements to our traffic
safety system are critical in main-
taining adequate public safety and
efficiency. Improvements consid-
ered by voters will include new sig-
nals at various intersections and
upgrades to the communications
system between various signals. If
designated, funds will be also used
for the improvement of traffic
management through continuous
right turn lanes and new center
lane medians.
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Proposition 3 Mu-
nicipal Complex Im-
provements

The intent of City lead-
ers to instill a sense of
civic identity by creating
a City Centre that pro-
vides both a proximity of
various services offered
by the City and a sense
of location and style.
This is a continuation of a
process that began with
the location of additional
services in the area of
the Police Station and
Public Works Building.
The City Centre already
contains the Police Sta-
tion, Public Works, the
Office of Technology and
Information Services
Building and the recently
completed Municipal
Court Building.

This year, citizens will
vote on funding from the
sale of bonds for the
renovation of the Police
Station formerly occu-
pied by Municipal Court,
and a new Municipal
Building at the City Cen-
tre. Renovations would
include an increase to the
holding cell area for the
Police Station. The de-
sign and construction of a
Municipal Building on
property purchased with
funds authorized by vot-
ers in a General Obliga-
tion Bond election in
1998 is also included in

Expansion

this proposition.

Proposition 4 Parks

and Recreation Im-
provements

The citizens of the City
of College Station con-
tinue to identify parks
and recreation facilities
and programs as an im-
portant part of the qual-
ity of life in College Sta-
tion. Three parks pro-
jects are included in this
proposition: Veteran's
Park and Athletic Com-
plex Phase 2, park facil-
ity upgrades, and main-
tenance buildings.

With the approval of
voters, general obliga-
tion bonds will be used
to fund Phase 2 of the
150 acre park. Phase 2
will provide 3 additional
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adult softball fields, rest-
rooms and full service con-
cession facilities, 3 adult
size soccer fields, a one
mile trails system, large
group pavilion, extension
of Veterans Parkway and
additional parking.
Enhancements for 16
parks, which includes items
such as benches, shade
covers, water fountains,
lighting, walkways and
landscaping are included in
this proposition.

Finally, this proposition, if
approved by voters will
provide funding for the
construction of a mainte-
nance building to house the
City's Forestry Division
and the renovation of the
existing Central Park main-
tenance building.
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Proposition 5 Reloca-
tion of Fire Station 3

Relocation of the fire sta-
tion is due to growth and
plans to make the service
roads along Highway 6 one
way for safety reasons.

The current location will no
longer provide adequate mo-
bility to equipment assigned
to the station. Therefore,
voters are asked to consider
appropriating funds from
the sale of G.O. bonds for
the acquisition of land and
construction of a new Fire
Station 3 at a location that
affords better access and
makes more efficient use of
the personnel and equipment
housed at the station.
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“Over 90 people
participated in
the Starlight

Star Search...”

CITY TO HOST INTERNATIONAL

PICNIC

On Thursday, Septem-
ber 4™ the Parks De-
partment will host ap-
proximately 200 inter-
national scholars who
will begin their work at

TAMU this fall. The
event will be held at
Central Park to give
these new members of
the community a little
taste of American cus-
toms regarding picnics,

etc. The program is be-
ing arranged by the In-
ternational Center at
the Bush School com-
plex and the city will
serve as a Co-Sponsor.
Local dignitaries will
participate in the event.

STARLIGHT MUSIC SERIES

The 2003 Starlight Mu-
sic Series concluded on
July 19*" with twelve
events and over 37,200
in attendance, the sea-
son was an all-around
success. The talent on
stage was incredible
with popular acts includ-
ing Leon Russell, Gary P.
Nunn, Marshall Tucker.
Band, Radney Foster,
Earl Thomas Conley, and
Big Otis. Some not-so-

well known talent sur-
prised and energized the
audiences including Tracy
Conover, Randy Rogers,
Bonnie Bishop, and
Hanna's Reef.

Over 90 people partici-
pated in the Starlight
Star Search, which culmi-
nated in one lucky and tal-
ented participant winning
a $1,000 Post Oak Mall
gift certificate. Eight
families who participated

IS A HIT

in the punch card pro-
gram took home valuable
prizes, including an all-
expense paid trip to Playa
del Carmen, Mexico. Sur-
veys were conducted at
each event with most sur-
veyed saying they were
very satisfied with the
series. We hope to con-
tinue the sponsorship of
College Station Utilities
and plan for an even bet-
ter series in 2004!

CITY

In May, the Insurance
Services Office (1SO)
conducted a survey of the
City of College Station
Fire Department, water
distribution system, and
communications. Based on
this survey, the City of
College Station"s Public
Protection Classification
has been upgraded from a
3 toa?2. The changein
classification becomes
effective 01/01/2004.
1SO is an independent

IMPROVES

ISO RATING

statistical, rating, and ad-
visory organization that
serves the property/
casualty insurance indus-
try. 1SO collects infor-
mation on communities
public fire protection and
analyzes the data using
fire suppression rating
schedules. 1SO then as-
signs a Public Protection
Classification from 1 - 10.
"Class 1 represents exem-
plary public protection
and class 10 indicates less

than minimum recognized
protection.”

The break down of scoring
is: Communications ten per-
cent, Fire Department fifty
percent, and water supply
forty percent.

Insurers may use the new
classification for policies or
renewals occurring on or af-
ter the publication date.
Businesses and homeowners
may contact their insurance
agents or company with spe-
cific questions.
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AUGUST SALES TAX

The City collected
$1,242,532.77 for the
month of July, 0.52%
above the same month
last year. The July re-
ceipts are for sales that
occurred in June. Sales
tax collections for FY
03 YTD are
$11,577,969.71 or
2.17% above FY 02 col-
lections.

Sales tax receipts are
higher than the same
month last year. Sales
tax receipts have in-

creased by 1.32% when
comparing the last 12
months to the previous 12
months.

This is positive given the
overall statewide decline
in sales tax revenues.
Sales tax projections for
next year have been low-
ered to 2% growth given
the current trend.

Over the last 8 years
sales tax growth has aver-
aged 6% per year. In FY
03 sales tax is projected
to grow by less than 3%.

FY 2003 MONTHLY
SALES TAX REVENUE
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These projections will be
closely reviewed given the
statewide decline in sales tax
revenues.

We are continuing to monitor
national, state, and local eco-
nomic trends to determine
what impact those trends may
have on sales tax receipts in
FY 03 and FY 04.

OPTIONAL RELOCATION PROGRAM

The Optional Relocation
Program (ORP) is a
housing assistance pro-
gram designed to re-
place a low-income
homeowner’s house
where structure is de-
teriorated beyond a
point of rehabilitation.
The deteriorated struc-
ture is demolished

and replaced with a new,
modest sized, energy-
efficient, low mainte-
nance, single-family
brick home using fed-
eral grant funds. The
homeowner volunteers
to temporarily relocate
out of the dilapidated
structure during the
demolition and construc-
tion period, and relocate

to the new structure once Community Development

the construction is com-
pleted. The homeowner
must also agree to allow
the City to place a ten-
year forgivable lien on
their property to ensure
the homeowner occupies
their home for the entire
lien period, maintains
their property to City
codes, keeps their home
insured, and pays their
annual property taxes.
There are two ORP pro-
jects currently awaiting
construction. The City
Council voted to approve
projects at 822 Nimitz
and 1216 Phoenix. The
projects are estimated to
cost $53,670 and
$61,940 respectively.

housing staff and the
owner of the property on
the Nimitz have worked
for nearly a year to bring
the project to pass. The
property owner and Com-
munity Development staff
requested a variance hear-
ing from the City"s Zoning
Board of Adjustment
(ZBA), to encroach into
the rear setback line of
the property with the
replacement structure. The
ZBA heard the case

on April 1, 2003, the vari-
ance was approved.
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Shining Moments

CSISD representative emailed to thank the staff and crews of College
Station Utilities for their prompt repair of a water line on Welsh in front
of A&M Consolidated. The repair was completed quickly and profession-
ally.

Wayne Dicky, County Jail Administrator, emailed to commend Sgt. Jerry
Dean for efforts to assist the Brazos County Sheriff's Office "s in a
homicide investigation. Dicky was called to the scene of a homicide at
about 2 AM on Thursday, August 7th and noticed Sgt. Dean assisting on
perimeter control. After Sgt. Dean was relieved from the perimeter, he
took the initiative to research a previous address on one of the possible
involved parties. He responded to that address and observed a truck
that had been spotted near the crime scene. As law enforcement coordi-
nated a response, someone entered the truck and left the residence.
Sgt. Dean followed and coordinated a felony stop of the vehicle. The
suspect was identified as the driver. Sgt. Dean’s initiative and ability to
make a quick decision provided the Sheriff"s Office with the opportunity
to interview a key person in the homicide investigation
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